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Everyone is a Winner at Beacon’s 

Awards Ceremony! 
 

Beacon Day School’s Annual Awards Ceremony was 

a huge success this year, thanks in large part to the 

increased number of families in attendance. In hopes 

of accommodating more of our Beacon community, 

we scheduled the event during the school day this 

year, rather than in the evening, and our plan seemed 

to work! Moms, dads, aunts, uncles, grandparents, 

siblings and friends were dressed up and all smiles as 

they watched their Beacon students receive awards 

for all of the hard work and progress they made this 

school year.  

 

The ceremony included individual awards given to 

students in each class, as well a beautiful keepsake 

medal for everyone, engraved with the date and our 

school name on the back. Our drum circle elective 

class gave a special performance, and the audience 

enjoyed a wonderful slideshow of students enjoying 

music class. 

 

The culminating event was an emotional graduation 

ceremony; students dressed in royal blue caps and 

gowns were announced one by one while the 

audience went wild with applause. It was a great send 

off for our graduates, who we will miss very much. 

We wish each of them the very best and feel so 

privileged to have been a part of their educational 

journey. 

 

Following the awards ceremony, families and friends 

were invited to enjoy refreshments back at our school 

campus. Graduates and their loved ones enjoyed a 

special catered luncheon in the cafeteria, while the 

rest of our students and their guests had pizza in their 

classrooms. Ms. Julie’s class stayed behind at the 

park and had a BBQ lunch. We hope no one left the 

festivities hungry! 

 

Thank you to everyone who attended the ceremony 

for helping make our event extra special for our 

students, who truly are the hardest working people 

we know. Your support goes a long way in positively 

reinforcing all they do, and hearing your cheers and 

applause as each student’s name was called was 

wonderful. 

 

We also want to thank all of our Beacon families for 

being a part of our school community. You help 

make Beacon the incredible place it is and we are 

grateful for your ongoing support and all you do for 

your child. Without you, none of this would be 

possible.  

 

Thank you! 

 

 

One of the student artwork panels displayed 

during Beacon’s 2016-2017 Awards Ceremony. 
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Beacon Participates in TACA’s 14th Annual 

Family Picnic 

 
Beacon’s staff and volunteers during TACA’s 14th Annual Family Picnic 
 

On Saturday, June 4th, Beacon Day School 

participated in TACA’s 14th Annual Family Picnic as a 

proud supporter and vendor of the beloved event.  

 

Beacon was excited to once again be a part of the 

picnic, which this year was held at Oak Canyon Park 

in Silverado. Our wonderful volunteers included Ting, 

Danielle, Cat, Dylan and Casey, who all worked hard 

at informing families about Beacon and all our school 

offers the students we serve.    

 

Having the opportunity to connect with parents in 

search of resources and supports for their children 

was a privilege for our staff.  We had a great time 

introducing our school community to everyone who 

stopped by our booth and made sure to highlight 

what sets us apart from the rest: an evidence-based, 

comprehensive, compassionate approach to 

education and behavior intervention, a collaborative 

learning model in the classroom and across all 

services and supports  and the belief that every 

student should have access to a safe, enriching, 

robust school environment dedicated to facilitating 

progress in all areas while improving quality of life for 

everyone. 

 

One of our favorite parts of the picnic was watching 

kids and families interact with one another as they 

enjoyed activities such as the Ferris wheel, bounce 

houses, and the giant slide to name a few. Everyone 

seemed to be having a great time; kids were able to 

just be themselves and enjoy the experience of 

being among so many other amazing members of 

the autism community. ”Between the families, the 

kids, vendors like Beacon, and all of the volunteers, 

this event exuded positive energy and really 

highlighted the importance of a strong community,” 

said Ting, who made sure everyone who stopped by 

our booth left with Beacon swag. 

  

We couldn’t think of a better way to spend the day 

and can’t wait until next year! 

 

Fire Station Community-Based Instruction (CBI) 

 

Providing our students with meaningful opportunities to 

engage in their community and develop a greater 

understanding of the supports, services, and 

accommodations available to them and how to navigate 

those services is an important part of our Community 

Based Instruction Program (CBI).  Outings are designed to 

build a strong foundation from which our students can 

grow and flourish by encouraging them to generalize the 

skills they learn here at Beacon so they can safely and 

successfully access their communities. 

 

One of our latest CBI outings was a trip to the local fire 

station by Rooms 3 and 4. Ms. Lisa and Ms. Evangeline 

organized the trip as a way for our transition students to 

become familiar with local firefighters and law 

enforcement, and to learn more about what these men 

and women do for their community. 

“Fireman Lisa reporting for duty!” 
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“The students got to see and hear a police car and fire 

truck up close and personal, as well as hear about a day 

in the life of a policeman and fireman,” says Ms. 

Lisa.   “The students got the chance to see where the 

police and firemen hang out and work and feel how 

heavy the uniforms are that the fireman is required to 

wear when putting out a fire.  The fireman was very 

funny and made the experience very personal for us, 

answering questions and making jokes.  He also dressed 

me up in his uniform and went over the purpose of every 

piece of clothing that has to be worn in order that he 

does not get burnt,” Ms. Lisa says. 

 

Our students did such a wonderful job on their CBI, one 

of the firemen from the station stopped by Beacon a few 

days later to let us know how much they appreciated 

getting to know our students, and how grateful they were 

for our visit. We love that kind of feedback and are so 

proud of Rooms 3 and 4 for doing such a great job and! 

This is what our CBI program is all about: giving students 

the opportunity to access their community, and giving the 

community the opportunity to get to know our amazing 

students! 

 

Beacon Students Join an Art Exhibit 
 

On Saturday, June 

3rd, with hundreds 

in attendance, 

students with 

autism were 

celebrated and 

awarded for their 

participation in 

Expressions: An Exhibit by Exceptional Artists. 

Beacon Day School had a total of 13 student 

participants, 7 of whom were able to receive their 

awards in person. Ms. Lisa Lo Russo and Ms. Casey 

Nguyen were on hand to support our Beacon families 

and cheer on our artists.  

 

It was a beautiful day which 

included an inspirational speech 

given by a college student on the 

autism spectrum who has her 

own animation business and 

partners with Inclusion Films. 

She was poised, confident, and shared her struggles 

and triumphs with the audience. Having been told 

long ago her life would be filled with limitations due 

to her diagnosis, she was determined to break through 

those constraints and obtained her bachelor’s degree, 

with a goal of earning her masters. Her mantra to the 

students was “If I can do it, you can do it!” 

 

Local city officials were also in attendance to 

celebrate the creativity of the students.  

Each year H.H. Dorje Chang Buddha III Cultural 

and Art Museum sponsors a charitable event, and 

this year they highlighted artists with autism. 

Congratulations to our Beacon students who had their 

beautiful work featured and on display! 

 

Beacon’s Community Resource Corner 
 

Each month we’ll be compiling 

a list of local activities and 

resources we think our Beacon 

families may find interesting. 

This month we’re focusing on 

some local summer events and 

ideas you and your child may 

enjoy! 

 

 AMC Sensory Friendly Films –  

Sensory films are designed to accommodate our 

autism population by adjusting potential aversive 

triggers such as volume and lighting in order to 

create a more pleasant and enjoyable movie 

experience. For film titles, times and locations, 

please visit 

https://www.amctheatres.com/programs/sensory-

friendly-films 

 

https://www.amctheatres.com/programs/sensory-friendly-films
https://www.amctheatres.com/programs/sensory-friendly-films
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 Camp Techie 2017 – Social and Life Skills 

Activities - Ages 5-18 

Every Thursday, 2-4 p.m. July 6th – August 10th   

100 W. Cerritos Ave., 

Anaheim, CA 92805 

 

Register by June 27th 

For more information call (714) 533-8275 or email 

task@taskca.org 

 

 Friendship Circle Summer Camp – Ages 5-22 

June 26th – June 30th – 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Cost: $60.00 per day 

Location: Hebrew Academy of Huntington Beach  

14401 Willow Lane  

Huntington Beach, CA 92647 

 

For more information contact Lisa Bogart at 949-

721-9800 or email friends@friendshipcircleoc.org 

 

Sensory Activity of the Month: 

Glow-in-the-Dark Bath 

Glow sticks are a fun 

way to explore light 

and color and now 

you can use them to 

make your child’s 

baths extra exciting. 

Fill your tub with 

water, add a colorful 

variety of glow sticks 

- making sure to remove any small parts that 

could pose a choking hazard- and turn off the 

lights. The result is a relaxing and sensory 

stimulating atmosphere your child is sure to love! 

 

  

 

 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/BeaconDaySchool/ 

 

Friendly Reminder  
 

A friendly reminder that 

Beacon Day School will 

be closed on Monday, 

June 26th through 

Friday, July 7th for a 

short break. School will 

resume for ESY on 

Monday, July 10th, 

however, not all Beacon students have the 

same summer schedule. If your child is attending 

ESY, please refer to the schedule sent home 

several weeks ago or contact us at 714-288-4200 

to confirm your child’s ESY dates. Thank you! 

 

 

 
Dodger - a golden retriever puppy belonging to one 

of our Beacon families, loves his Barkin’ Beacon Biscuits! 

 

Barkin’ Beacon Biscuits 

If you have a photo of your favorite furry family member 

enjoying these delicious and healthy treats, send us a 

photo and they can be featured in an upcoming issue of 

our newsletter! 

  

If you or someone you know wants to treat their beloved 

dog to our amazing, gluten and casein-free dog biscuits 

while simultaneously supporting our vocational skills 

training program benefitting our transition students, 

please contact Lisa Lo Russo via email at 

LLorusso@beacondayschool.com or by calling  

714-288-4200 ext. 136. 

 

mailto:task@taskca.org
mailto:friends@friendshipcircleoc.org
https://www.facebook.com/BeaconDaySchool/
mailto:LLorusso@beacondayschool.com

