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Beacon Day School Loves Our Teachers! 

Supervisors and teachers of the Education and Transition Program 

Departments of Beacon Day School 

 

During the week of May 8th – May 12th, Beacon Day 

School celebrated our amazing teachers, who exemplify 

everyday what it means to be compassionate, caring, 

dedicated educators. Whether giving a lesson, working 1:1 

with students, organizing weekly CBI trips, or preparing 

for an IEP meeting, Beacon’s teachers do it all with 

tremendous passion and integrity. Nothing makes them 

happier than to see their students succeed, and nothing 

makes us happier than having these talented, wonderful 

teachers working here! 

 

We asked our teachers to share their thoughts on their 

profession and what matters to them most in their work. 

Below are some of their answers: 

 

What is your favorite thing about teaching at Beacon? 

“My favorite thing about teaching at Beacon are my 

students. They are such as joy to watch grow, learn, and 

express who they are as individuals. They gain 

independence and teach me to be a better person both in 

and out of the classroom. I also love my student’s families 

because they are the amazing individuals that help our 

team here at Beacon have a connection with the student, 

have such open communication, and allow us to be part of 

their amazing child’s life.”  – Ms. Kim 

  

“I truly enjoy my students! I also enjoy trying to figure out 

their strengths and figuring out creative ways to help them 

reach their true potential.  That is what I’ve always 

enjoyed in special education, but here at Beacon I get to 

do it with families and staff that are all trying to do the 

same.  The teamwork here is amazing!” – Ms. Juli  

 

“The support and expertise of the staff and 

administration.” – Mr. Michael.  

 

What do you want most for your students? 

“Belonging. Both in their social lives and in their growth 

as individuals.” - Mr. Michael 

 

“I want to help them discover their interests and at least a 

few things that bring them joy.  It is so difficult for them 

to be trapped in this disability. I want to give them the 

tools they need, so they can experience activities and 

venues outside of their comfort zone and grow.” – Ms. 

Juli   

 

“The most I want to do for the students is to be a 

contributor to them having their own voice, independence, 

be able to express self-interests, and go out into the world 

to be the individual I know they are meant to be. Just 

being a part of that journey is such a privilege and such an 

amazing experience.” – Ms. Kim  

 

Do you have a favorite memory about your students 

from your time here at Beacon? 

“One of my most special memories in when I had a 

student use their communication device independently for 

the first time without prompting to express a want/need. 

When you have a student that has everyone speak for them 

and they can actually express themselves and realize that 

by that first step they can communicate is life changing.” 

– Ms. Kim 
(cont’d  pg. 2)
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Do you have a favorite memory about your students 

from your time here at Beacon? 

“Every day.” – Mr. Michael 

 

“So many!  But I hold one student’s success close to my 

heart because my son was also able to be a part of his 

socialization and progress.  I wrote a story about this 

student years ago.  He would act out to gain attention.  In 

a typical school setting he would carry along with him this 

dark cloud, of every behavior incident that happened in 

the past and that would reflect on how he was eventually 

treated and viewed.  But here at Beacon, students can have 

a behavior outburst, the behavior is strategically addressed 

and then the next day is a NEW DAY!  You are loved, 

you have potential, you are a valued person!  That is what 

this particular student learned from Beacon.  When I 

brought my son in to have play dates with him at Beacon, 

my son gave him some social challenges, and this student 

just kept valuing my son’s presence and friendship.  He 

was modeling with my son what he learned and 

experienced from the staff here at Beacon.”  – Ms. Juli 

 

Thank you so much to everyone who made Teacher 

Appreciation Week extra special for our teachers. And 

teachers, we hope you know how important you are, and 

how much we value all you do for our school community. 

We are so glad you’re here! 

 

Beacon Day School Nurses are the Best! 
 

 
Nurse Char (second from right) with the LVNs of Beacon Day School 
 

It takes a village to make our school community run 

smoothly, and our nurses are an important part of that 

village. In fact, Beacon is so committed to providing quality  

 

 

nursing care, we’ve made it a major cornerstone of our 

school program. We know our student population has 

diverse needs that often require skilled nursing care, and 

we are proud to have kind, compassionate nurses 

delivering that care. After all, our students mean the world 

to us! 

 

On Wednesday, May 10th, Beacon made sure to show our 

appreciation for our nursing staff, who go above and 

beyond to ensure our students are safe and supported 

here at school. Our nurses don’t just dispense medication; 

they dispense support, safety, and unlimited doses of 

smiles! 

We asked our Head RN, Nurse Charmaine, to tell us a 

little bit about herself and what she loves most about 

working at Beacon: 

 

“I became a nurse at a young age of 20 as an L.P.N. in 

Illinois. By the time I was 28 years old I became an R.N, 

which means I have been a nurse for 38 years. I’ve spent 

the last 16 years in the school environment, working with 

students who have significant medical needs and are 

diagnosed with autism. Prior to that, I worked in the 

ICU/CCU, ER, Home Health/Hospice and have enjoyed 

and learned so much through all of it. I live with the belief 

that we can learn something new every day if we have an 

open mind. I love working here at Beacon because I really 

love working with the kids. And Beacon staff is awesome! I 

now supervise 8 LVNs so I stay quite busy with the staff 

and students. I would like to see us continue to grow with 

students at Beacon Day School.” 

 

Thank you, Nurse Charmaine and Staff! We appreciate all 

you do for Beacon Day School! 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Beacon Day School will have a booth at this event! 

For more information go to:  

https://www.tacanow.org/event-list/taca-picnic-2017/  

https://www.tacanow.org/event-list/taca-picnic-2017/
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Beacon Offers Diploma Track Credits 

Through Online Program   
 

For the first time, Beacon Day School is able to provide 

students the opportunity to earn credits toward a 

diploma using an online teaching program called APEX. 

This program allows students access to a diploma-track 

curriculum while receiving individualized academic, 

social, and behavioral support on our campus. “We’re 

able to offer specific modifications on how we present 

the curriculum to the student,” says Ms. Julie, who is 

helping oversee the program. “I like having APEX as an 

option for students for whom a diploma track is 

appropriate. The program allows us to offer one course at 

a time in a setting that is beneficial to and supportive of 

the student,” she says.  

 

Like any services offered at Beacon, determining whether 

APEX is an appropriate route for students is part of the 

IEP process; APEX cannot be implemented unless the IEP 

team has agreed upon this course of study and the 

diploma track program is specified in the IEP. It’s also 

important to note courses offered through APEX provide 

credits towards a diploma. All credits must be approved 

by students’ school districts, who issue diplomas if all 

requirements have been satisfactorily met. Beacon Day 

School does not issue high school diplomas.  

 

Making sure students are receiving the program that 

serves their unique strengths and needs continues to be a 

priority for Beacon Day School, and we are pleased to 

offer APEX as an individualized education option on our 

campus. 

 

For more information regarding APEX, please contact the 

school at 714-288-4200. 
 

 

 

New School ID’s for Beacon Staff  
 

If you’ve been on our campus 

lately or you’ve encountered 

your child’s transportation 

team, you may have noticed 

our staff sporting brand new 

school ID badges. These 

badges feature staff’s photo, 

title, and our school name and 

are worn during school hours, 

both on campus and during 

CBI’s. This new Beacon policy is one more step we 

are taking to ensure the safety of our entire school 

community; proper identification of the professionals 

working with your child is important and we are 

wearing our Beacon badges proudly! 
 

 

Upcoming Art Exhibit in Covina Features 
Beacon Day School Students 
 

Beacon families are 
invited to attend the 
Opening Ceremony of 
Expressions: An 
Exhibit by 
Exceptional Artists. 
The exhibit’s ceremony 
will take place on 
Saturday, June 3rd at 
10:00 a.m. at Heritage Plaza Park in Covina. The 
exhibit features artwork from individuals with autism, 
and includes original work from 12 Beacon Day 
School students. We are so proud of our students and 
hope you can make it out to support their 
accomplishments!  
 

Expressions: An Exhibit by Exceptional Artists 
Hosted by H.H. Dorje Chang Buddha III Cultural and  
Art Museum 
Heritage Plaza Park  
400 N. Citrus Avenue 
Covina, CA 91723 
Please RSVP 626-281-6378 
Email: info@hhdcb3cam.org 
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Important Calendar Changes and 

Announcements 
 

Awards Ceremony Date Change! 
 

Our end-of-the-year 

awards ceremony has 

been moved to Friday, 

June 16th, 2017. This 

year, our awards 

ceremony will be held 

during the school day to provide families more 

opportunity to attend, as previous years’ attendance 

was affected by evening traffic and scheduling 

conflicts. This will also ensure all of our students 

receive their awards, even if families cannot attend 

(but we hope you do!).  Exact time of the ceremony 

will be confirmed soon, and invitations will be sent 

home with the details, but please save the date! 

 

Beacon Awards Ceremony 

Friday, June 16th  

Time: TBD 

Location: Don Knabe Community Regional Park, 

19700 Bloomfield Ave, Cerritos, CA 90703 

http://www.cerritos.us/RESIDENTS/recreation/fa

cilities/cerritos_regional_park.php) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Artwork Created by Beacon Day School Student 

Prom Postponed 

 
Due to our current campus construction, prom has 

been postponed and we will be hosting a Fall Ball 

instead. We want to make sure to give our students a 

dance to remember and are excited to plan a 

wonderful event for them! Stay tuned for more 

details as they become available. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Artwork created by Beacon Day School students at a recent art exhibit 

http://www.cerritos.us/RESIDENTS/recreation/facilities/cerritos_regional_park.php
http://www.cerritos.us/RESIDENTS/recreation/facilities/cerritos_regional_park.php

